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Keshubhai rejects
charges of corruption
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in relief work

The Times of India News Service

NEW DELHI: Gujarat’s Kutch dis-
trict—the size of Haryana—and
parts of Saurashtra and Ahmed-
abad—siretched 600 km apart—
experienced more damage because
of the Junuary 26 quake than what
the entive of Europe saw during
World War II, chief minister
Keshubiai Patel told the central
leadership at an extensive review
undertai.en here.

The ciief minister, not known to
be media-savvy, was [orthright
while talking to thesmedia here, re-
jecting charges of corruption and
mismanagement at the hands of the
bureaucracy. “Naukarshahi has
done its job well,” he told a private
TV channel.

Mr Putel had specm! word of
praise fur g

Which B ds

the Maharashtra povernment, an
alliance led by the Congress and
the Nationalist Congress Party, At
the instance of NCP chief Sharad
Pawar, Maharashtra ministers have
been involved in the relief work.
Scores of injured have been airlift-
ed to Mumbai, Pun¢ and other

laces for medical treatment.

umbai witnessed the combina-
tion of efforts by Murli Deora of
the Congress and Kirit Somaiya,
the BJP Lok Sabha member, whose
office formed the nucleus of the ini-
tial relief effort.

More relief is expected to arrive
from abroad in the coming weeks
and the four control centres set up
in Mumbai are being geared o fa-
cilitate the arrival of aircraft, proce-
dural work and transpcnn to lhe af-

P matmg the cffort, said.

alis el A4 Yeasi desie-l o=l &.
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Gujarat chief minister Patel (left) at a meeting at
Ghatkopar in Mumbai on Wednesday. { &2 : 02 -~ 2004.) J
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RAPAR, FEB10

trucks carrying relief sup-

plies 10 Adesar, Ghedi and Vi-

japur villages in Rapar tabuka of
Gujarat were attacked and looted by vil-

lagers on Wednesday, It was later re- |

vealed that cenam communities are
hoarding supplics being provided by the
government and NGOk,

There seem o be many loopholes in
the dustribution of relscf supplies. Gow
emment supplics are dispatched akong-
with officials and security forces. In
erry il the sirpanch or the mam-
Latdiar supervises the distrdtion of re-

Li=f materials. But in many villages, the |
villagers swarm the trucks, creating |
problems in distrbution. “We cannot |
even enforce discipbme in these ciroum- |

stances. It becomes difficult o control
the cromed, 50 we either let them do as
they please, or come hack without dis-

tributing, ™ claims an official
Might rules here. Villagers who are
lemanding get mast of the stock, while
~aes pet left out. “This

Wolg H[E2 @ ool - 090
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Greed rules heart in Gujarat as
the m|ghty corner relief...

by Ramewh Nair

masihy happens when NGOs distnbute
supplies o theirown, We do not goout

Tl \_"f[‘.\l?cﬁh’l’mlin welcrumes. The Indiar
Express relief team at Eval, a village near the Indo-Pak
bordier. The team was the first to resch there, Express phom

i andbeg, while 2 num.
. ber of people who do
soend up with a kot of
| material,” claims
Devabhai - Patél of
Adesar village, where
all the houses have
collapsed, The nhaby
tants of the village,
who are living in

W akeshutt arrange-,

ments,  have  move

' than 1530 blankets

F andfcmlmlplmbma

couple of months for

oy diree memibers.

g “The NGOs are
l mit aware of the num-
! berof people and how

| mary huve already re

| ceved reticf material,

They get carried away

by people’s emations

ard distribaste sceord-
ingly. This has been
happ\mng for quie
some time now,” says Sanpbiliai Patel

s.n;x.mhufkalu.uum village

~
11 5@- 2ol

Moreowver, the supplics have con-
centrated mmmcﬂlldgﬁm-dw
roads, while ﬂwse in the interiors have

i relief only from the tenth d
A nurmber o(uilap-\m the border
arca have been given o willing NGOs,
whao are lcumn;,ﬂ\cmnnnd provid-
ing reliel,” cluims ALK Sharma, who &
in charge of relief in Rapar.

But the government control room
al Hapar contanoes (o gel complaints
from villagers who claim thar they
haven't received relief. despite trucks
hwmg been dispatched to these areas.

people are living in Gelds
away fm«nﬂu willages and are not  pre-
sent when distribution takes place.” de-
fends Sharma. “It is mpossible o per-
sonalky check each case

Thcft is & huge shortage of tents in

theese areas.

Dicspite this, about 125 tefts are
waiting to be kifted by the mamilatdars
and tahuka developmen officers of var-
ours arcas, for the past five days. “We
harve strwtly instructed them 1o pick up
the enis uﬂwqm&'us.mmﬁm
says Sharma.
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Education & Extra Development Committee

JAYE TO JAYE KAHAN?

Ashish : Four years ago my elder brother opted
for Electronics & Computer Engineering from
Nirma University and I also made up my mind to
become an E.C. Engineer but now I hear that many
I.T. professionals are returning from U.S. as
situation there is worsening but they are getting
good offers from Pune / Hyderabad.

Mitesh : My uncle says lot of infrastructure
work is going all around so very good scope for Civil
Engineers.

Kruti : Lot of star hotel projects are coming
up every where. Government also wants to
encourage tourism. So I think Hospitality Manage-
ment is the best for future.

Paheli : My parents are Doctors. I know I can
get rank in Board and very easily get admission
into Medical College but I have seen their life and
I do not like such hectic schedules. A girl staying
next to me, did certificate course in jewellery
designing and using her PC and Internet, she is
earning fantastic amount. I always find her free to
do other activities also.

Mitesh : There is a tremendous shortage of
Nurses abroad. So why not do nursing, go out of
India and live better life?

Ashish : We Indians are particularly good at
Mathematics. So I am thinking as to why not teach
online Maths to children abroad? Last vacation,
when I was in London at my aunt’s place, I taught
Maths to many chaps n made some good pounds.
Doors are being opened for foreign universities so
why not opt for teaching profession?

Paheli : When I see T.V. serials, I feel like
making career in producing T.V. serials. What a life
all participants must be enjoying?

Abhishek : 1 have been listening to all of you
for quite some time. I understand there is a scope
in many areas other than those you mentioned. I
was eager to hear about your own logical choice.
May be during vacation you might have missed last
month’s Mangal Mandir. We were informed about
“Aptitude Test” which analyses our own potential
and strength. I have appeared for it. After the test,
in about 10 days we were given results and I went
to the center with my parents for counseling. You

[craffia [aeuon

know what happened? My parents and me were
thinking in opposite directions before the test, but
all of us now are moving ahead in same direction.
Earning with our choice and ability is like “Sone
pe Suhaga.”

Paheli :

Abhishek : As simple as it is. Just register
your names with any one of the following :

Hiren Shah M. : 98250 13715
Vishal Shah M. : 94283 50038
Vimesh Shah M. : 98791 10467

They will get back to you with details action
plan for you. Also do not forget to inform all
students of Samaj studying in Std. 8th to 12th
because SKJSS - Ahmedabad has made arrange-
ments for their Aptitude Test free of cost.

Vimesh Shah,
Member - Education & Extra Development Committee

How do we go about it?
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