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REVIEW OF BOOK

Rays of Lighr

- Hansraj Kansara

On 16th July, 2010 A book titled “Rays of
Light” was released at village Tunda of Mundra
Taluka in Kutch. The people of this village had
an auspicious occasion of Greeting their revered
Sages, Upadhyaya Shri Bhuvanchandraji and Sadhvi
Indra Prabhashriji, Adithana. They were to spend
their ‘Chaturmas’ in the village. Their welcome
function organised by the Tunda - Parswachandra
Gachha Jain Sangh. It was in this serene and
sublime atmosphere of divine aura, the book was
released by Shri Bachubhai Rambhia, the Chairman
of Bidada Sarvodaya Trust.

“Rays of Light” contains English version of
some poems, in Kutchi language, of the Kutchi poet,
Shri Tejpal Dharsi “Tej”. The translation of these
poems has been rendered by Shri Bhuvanchandraji
Maharaj, himself. He hails from Kutch. His mother
- tongue is Kutchi. But his interest in Kutchi was
inspired by the poems of Tej. These poems depict
the Kutchi culture and have a human undertone
and spiritual tint. Maharaj Shri feels that Tej’s
poetry should reach those thousands of Kutchi
people, who know the poet and are proud of him,
but they are unable to enjoy Tej’s poems, as they
are not conversant with the language. Maharaj Shri
also desired that the readers and literary circles
of the languages other than Kutchi are also ap-
prised of the “Tej Poetry”. With this aim in view,
Maharajshri, himself, translated a few of Tej’s poems
into English language.

The former Vice Chancellor of Kutch Univer-
sity, Dr. Kanti Gor, in his preface to the book,
congratulates Maharaj Shri for his initiative and
the endeavour of introducing the poems of “Tej” to
the poetry lovers, the World over. He observes that
Maharaj Shri has rendered English translations of
Kutchi poems without harming the might of the
language and the deep meanings of the original
poems. Every possible care, it seems, has also been
taken to retain the rhyme and rhythm of the poems.
Dr. Gor expressed hope that the path carved by
the Saint will be followed by others. And, the
Kutchi poetry will be Globally recognised.

Shri Prabhashanker Phadke, a well-known
Critic has provided an introduction of the poet and
his immense contribution in enriching the Kutchi

[cralia [aGewdn

literature. “Kavi Tej”, he says, “has penned some
thousand odd poems, of which, a collection of
selected poems, has also been published in 2008,
under the title, “Tej Vani.’ He is a poet of light,
none more the less, of delight and bliss.”

It would be of interest, for the advocates of
Kutchi language and for the ‘poetry-lovers’ to note
that Shri Mavjibhai Savla, had perceived the
changing scenario of the Kutchi Poetry in late
seventees. He had also sensed the immense poten-
tial in some of the emerging Kutchi Talents. In
effecting the change, Shri Tej is one of those prom-
ising talented poets. In his article “Kutchi Poetry
: A promise in the offing”, appeared in ‘Indian
Literature’, Vol. XX No. 5, Sept.-Oct. 1977, Shri
Savla’s observations for ‘Tej’ are quoted below:

“Kavi Tej is perhaps, the most promising poet
of Kutchi language. Two of his collections (Tej jo
Awaj, Vol. I & II) have established this fact, beyond
doubt. His poetry is free from the Bhakti - cult.
His keen observation, sharp sense of humor, spon-
taneity and lucidity reveal his rare genius. Poets
are born, so is Tej....”

Shri Savla concludes is article with a note of
satisfaction, in these words. “Kutchi poetry is now
assuming a new shape and manifesting the flashes
of re-emergence of vitality, which has small but
significant role in enriching the main stream of
Indian culture in general and poetry in particular.”

It is this mainstream of Indian culture, where our
creative literature has to reach. This can only happen
if our literature jumps out of the narrow shell it is still
clinged. Maharaj Shri has shown us the way and has
also provided us a proto-type to follow. We have to
identify the potential product that can stand the test
of time. And then, we have to carry it to the other
languages, through proper translations.

wolsl a [y (Y wed L4l 4y
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Plunge into the sea and enjoy if you dare;

To sit on bank and count ripples is not fair.

STOP PRESS

For the first time ever, Shahitya Academy
has announced National Bhasha Sanman Award
to Kavi Tej and Madhav Joshi for their con-
tribution to Kutchi Language.

Hearty Congratulations.
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